
Investing in Alumni Ventures 
Via Your Retirement Account

Network-Powered Venture Capital

Alumni Ventures investments are 10-year funds that require a long-
term mindset — a strong match for retirement funds. Most banks and 
brokerage firms are set up for publicly traded investments but don’t allow 
IRAs to invest in venture capital on their platform. In our experience, IRA 
investors need to open a self-directed IRA (SD IRA) to invest retirement 
funds in venture capital.  

How It Works

STEP 1 Demonstrate to AV that you’re accredited (takes just minutes).

STEP 2 Set up a new SD IRA account  (10 minutes).

STEP 3 Complete a transfer form to initiate the transfer of funds 
from your existing IRA to your new account.

STEP 4 Your SD IRA account is funded with the transfer from your 
existing IRA provider.

STEP 5 AV Investor Relations provides your investment subscription 
documents for electronic signature via DocuSign. 

STEP 6 The company managing your SD IRA funds your AV investment 
on your behalf. You’re done.

We make it very easy to set up an SD 
IRA for your AV investments. We work 
with a trust company that sets up an 
IRA on your behalf and manages all 
administration. Monies can be trans-
ferred without penalty or without 
jeopardizing tax-deferred status.

https://www.avgfunds.com 


HOW MUCH DOES THE STRATA SERVICE COST?
There is a $225 annual account fee regardless of 
the number of holdings in the account. No additional 
charges. 

CAN I USE AN EXISTING SD IRA?
Our Investor Relations Managers can help you 
discover whether your present firm can custody an 
AV fund investment.

CAN I USE 401(K) FUNDS? 
Maybe. If it’s an active plan, check with your employer. 
If from a previous employer, then yes, you can roll 
those into an SD IRA.

We partner with STRATA Trust Company. We’ve chosen them to work 
with for several reasons: 

• Excellent customer service, including AV-dedicated service team
• Low flat annual fee of $225; no transaction fees or higher fees 

based on holdings
• Undirected cash held in interest-bearing FDIC insured account
• Clients can also invest in stocks and mutual funds
• Strong back-end systems
• Excellent track record: 50,000 clients, $4 billion in assets
 
STRATA has an AV-dedicated page on their website:  
stratatrust.com/av.

WHAT TRUST COMPANY DO YOU USE?

Important Disclosure Information

The manager of the AV Funds is Alumni Ventures (AV), a venture capital firm. AV and the funds are not affiliated with or endorsed by any college or university. These materials are provided 
for informational purposes only. Offers of securities are made only to accredited investors pursuant to each fund’s offering documents, which describe among other things the risks and fees 
associated with the Fund that should be considered before investing. The funds are long-term investments that involve a substantial risk of loss, including the loss of all capital invested. Past 
performance is not indicative of future results. Opportunities to invest in any security (of a Fund, of AV or in a syndication offering) is not a guarantee that you will be able to invest and are 
subject to all terms of the specific offering. Diversification cannot ensure a profit or protect against loss in a declining market. It is a strategy used to help mitigate risk.

All private placements of securities and other broker dealer activities are currently offered through a partnership with Independent Brokerage Solutions LLC MEMBER: FINRA / SIPC 
(“IndieBrokers”), which is located at 485 Madison Avenue 15th Floor New York, NY 10022. (212) 751-4424. AV and its affiliates are independent and unaffiliated with IndieBrokers. Any 
securities transactions or related activities offered by AV associated persons are conducted in their capacities as registered representatives of IndieBrokers. To check the background of 
IndieBrokers and its representatives, visit FINRA’s BrokerCheck where you can also find our Form CRS.

AV offers smart, simple venture investing to accredited investors. Specifically, AV provides a path for individuals to own an actively managed diversified venture portfolio with a single 
investment co-investing alongside experienced VC firms. Traditionally, with limited investment capital and contacts, individual investors have had limited access to desirable deals alongside 
experienced VC firms, and even if they could access one or more such deals, it would take an inordinate amount of time, money and negotiation to build a diversified portfolio. With AV Funds, 
investors can choose from a number of funds to make a single investment to gain exposure to a diversified portfolio of investments selected by an experienced manager. AV Funds’ simple 
fee mechanism permits investors to avoid constant capital calls throughout the life of the fund as found in other private investment vehicles.
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Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT ABOUT DISTRIBUTIONS?
Distributions are paid directly back to your SD IRA, 
rather than to you as an individual.

WHAT ABOUT K-1S?
K-1s are distributed to your custodian.

————

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS?
Contact AV Investor Relations via email 
at Investor.Relations@av.vc.
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